Yi Guan, a virologist at the University of Hong Kong, coauthored a Nature paper last July that suggested migrating birds caused the outbreak (see Nature 436, 191-192; 2005) . Guan says he had heard rumours of the programme when he submitted his paper, but couldn't confirm them.
There is no proof that China's breeding programme caused the Qinghai outbreak, but it does raise questions, he says. "The cultivation of bar-headed geese increases the chance for these birds to mix with infected domestic poultry." Ironically, the breeding programme was revealed by Chinese press agencies reporting on the government's efforts to boost agriculture and the environment in the region ahead of the opening of the Qinghai-Tibet railway in July; the railway is expected to promote tourism and economic growth. 
